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CHAPTER VIL
THE PILGRIMS OF THE PHALGOU RIVER.
WHAT is now called Behar was in former days the empire
of Magadha. In the time of the Buddhists it was sacred
territory, and is still covered with temples and monasteries.
But, for many centuries, the Brahmins have occupied the
place of the priests of Buddha. They have taken posses-
sion of the "viharas" or temples, and, turning them to
their own account, live on the produce of the worship they
teach. The faithful flock thither from all parts, and in
these sacred places the Brahmins compete with the holy
waters of the Ganges, the pilgrimages to Benares, the
ceremonies of Juggernaut; in fact, one may say the
country belongs to them.
The soil is rich, there are immense rice-fields of emerald
green, and vast plantations of poppies. There are numerous
villages, buried in luxuriant verdure, and shaded by palms,
mangoes and date-trees, over which nature has thrown,
like a net, a tangled web of creeping plants.